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The aims of MYP language acquisition are to: 

●​ gain proficiency in an additional language while supporting the maintenance of their mother tongue and cultural heritage 

●​ develop a respect for, and understanding of, diverse linguistic and cultural heritages 

●​ develop the student’s communication skills necessary for further language learning, and for study, work and leisure in a range of authentic contexts and for a 

variety of audiences and purposes 

●​ enable the student to develop multiliteracy skills through the use of a range of learning tools, such as multimedia, in the various modes of communication 

●​ enable the student to develop an appreciation of a variety of literary and non-literary texts and to develop critical and creative techniques for comprehension and 

construction of meaning 

●​ enable the student to recognise and use language as a vehicle of thought, reflection, self-expression and learning in other subjects, and as a tool for enhancing 

literacy 

●​ enable the student to understand the nature of language and the process of language learning, which comprises the integration of linguistic, cultural and social 

components 

●​ offer insight into the cultural characteristics of the communities where the language is spoken 

●​ encourage an awareness and understanding of the perspectives of people from their own and other cultures, leading to involvement and action in their own and 

other communities 

●​ foster curiosity, inquiry and a lifelong interest in, and enjoyment of, language learning. 

 

The language acquisition subject-group objectives represent some of the essential processes of language and have been organised under four communicative processes. 

They are Listening, Reading, Speaking, and Writing. 

 

Listening 

Comprehending spoken language presented in multimodal text encompasses aspects of listening and viewing. The process involves the student in interpreting and 

constructing meaning from spoken and multimodal text to understand how images and other spatial aspects presented with oral text interplay to convey ideas, values and 

attitudes. Engaging with text requires the student to think creatively and critically about what is viewed, and to be aware of opinions, attitudes and cultural references 

presented in the visual text. The student might, for example, reflect on feelings and actions, imagine themself in another’s situation, or gain new perspectives and 

develop empathy, based on what they have understood in the text. 

 

Reading 

Comprehending written language presented with multimodal text encompasses aspects of reading and viewing. It involves the student in constructing meaning and 

interpreting written, spatial and visual aspects of texts to understand how images presented with written text interplay to convey ideas, values and attitudes. Engaging 

with text requires the student to think creatively and critically about what is read and viewed, and to be aware of opinions, attitudes and cultural references presented in 

the written text. The student might, for example, reflect on feelings and actions, imagine themself in another’s situation, gain new perspectives and develop empathy, 

based on what they have understood in the text. 

 

Speaking 

In the language acquisition classroom, students will have opportunities to develop their communication skills by interacting on a range of topics of personal, local and 

global interest and significance, with the support of spoken, written and visual texts in the target language (multimodal texts). When speaking in the target language, 

students apply their understanding of linguistic and literary concepts to develop a variety of structures, strategies and techniques with increasing skill and effectiveness. 

This is the use of the language system, including their use of grammar, pronunciation and vocabulary. 

 

Writing 

Writing in the language acquisition course relates to the correct and appropriate use of the written target language. It involves recognising and using language suitable to 

the audience and purpose, for example, the language used at home, the language of the classroom, formal and informal exchanges, and social and academic language. 

When writing in the target language, students apply their understanding of language, form, mode, medium and literary concepts to express ideas, values and opinions in 

creative and meaningful ways. They develop a variety of structures using strategies (spelling, grammar, plot, character, punctuation, voice, format, audience) and 

techniques with increasing skill and effectiveness. 

 

 

MYP Language Acquisition Global Proficiency Table and Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR) 

At RIS, language learning and acquisition are strengthened through meeting standard MYP requirements while embedding the standards of the Common European 

Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR) into the curriculum. This approach helps students develop strong language skills and prepares them for global 

opportunities. 

 

MYP LA 

Phase Level 

Language acquisition objectives CEFR 

Level 

Common Reference Levels based on the 

Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR) 

Source: (Common European Framework of Reference for Languages, 2025) 

Phase 1 

(Emergent) 

●​ Emergent communicators in phase 1 understand and respond 

to simple authentic multimodal texts in recognizable formats. 

●​ They identify some explicit information (facts and/or 

opinions, feelings and ideas) some implicit information 

(supporting details) and can interpret some basic conventions 

and connections presented in these texts to draw conclusions. 

●​ They demonstrate their comprehension in simple oral and 

written phrases using some simple modes. 

●​ They engage in simple rehearsed and some unrehearsed 

exchanges to convey basic information on everyday personal 

and in some social topics in a very limited range of familiar 

interpersonal situations. 

●​ They communicate some required information, in recognisable 

formats, with some sense of audience and purpose to suit the 

context. 

A1 ●​ Can understand and use familiar everyday expressions and 

very basic phrases aimed at the satisfaction of needs of a 

concrete type. 

●​ Can introduce him/herself and others and can ask and 

answer questions about personal details such as where 

he/she lives, people he/she knows and things he/she has. 

●​ Can interact in a simple way provided the other person talks 

slowly and clearly and is prepared to help. 

 

 

The RIS Middle Years curriculum designs the teaching and learning outcomes. It enumretaes the content knowledge to inform the skills (do) learners will acquire. Connecting to real-world contexts, these knowledge and skills are expected to be 

transferable across other disciplines in the MYP framed in a conceptual understanding that helps learners gain a holistic learning experience. 

https://www.coe.int/en/web/common-european-framework-reference-languages/table-1-cefr-3.3-common-reference-levels-global-scale
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Phase 2 

(Emergent) 

●​ Emergent communicators in phase 2 understand and respond 

to a variety of simple authentic multimodal texts in 

recognisable formats. 

●​ They identify some explicit and implicit information and can 

interpret and analyse some conventions and connections 

presented in these texts to draw conclusions. 

●​ They demonstrate their comprehension in simple short oral 

and written language using simple modes. 

●​ They engage in simple rehearsed and unrehearsed exchanges 

to communicate their understanding and opinions on everyday 

personal and social topics in range of familiar and some 

unfamiliar situations in interpersonal and cultural contexts. 

●​ They communicate all required information, organized in 

appropriate formats, with a clear sense of audience and 

purpose to suit the context. 

A2 

 

●​ Can understand sentences and frequently used expressions 

related to areas of most immediate relevance (e.g. very 

basic personal and family information, shopping, local 

geography, employment). 

●​ Can communicate in simple and routine tasks requiring a 

simple and direct exchange of information on familiar and 

routine matters.  

●​ Can describe in simple terms aspects of his/her background, 

immediate environment and matters in areas of immediate 

need. 

Phase 3 

(Capable) 

●​ Capable communicators in phase 3 understand and respond to 

a variety of simple and some complex authentic multimodal 

texts. 

●​ They identify explicit and implicit information and can 

interpret and analyse some conventions and connections 

presented in these texts to draw conclusions. 

●​ They demonstrate their comprehension by producing a range 

of simple and some complex spoken and written language 

using simple and some complex modes. 

●​ They engage in some authentic and spontaneous conversations 

to communicate their understanding and opinions on everyday 

personal, social, and in some topics of global significance in 

range of familiar and unfamiliar situations in interpersonal 

and cultural contexts.  

●​ They communicate some required information, organized into 

a recognisable format, with some sense of audience and 

purpose to suit the context. 

B1 ●​ Can understand the main points of clear standard input on 

familiar matters regularly encountered in work, school, 

leisure, etc. 

●​ Can deal with most situations likely to arise whilst travelling 

in an area where the language is spoken. 

●​ Can produce simple connected text on topics which are 

familiar or of personal interest. 

●​ Can describe experiences and events, dreams, hopes & 

ambitions and briefly give reasons and explanations for 

opinions and plans. 

Phase 4 

(Capable) 

●​ Capable communicators in phase 4 understand and respond to 

a wide variety of simple and some complex authentic 

multimodal texts. 

●​ They identify explicit and implicit information and can 

interpret and analyse conventions and connections in these 

texts to draw conclusions. 

●​ They demonstrate their comprehension by producing a range 

of simple and complex spoken and written language using 

simple and complex modes.  

●​ They engage in authentic and spontaneous conversation to 

communicate their understanding and opinions on topics of 

everyday personal, social, and global significance in a range 

of familiar and unfamiliar interpersonal and in cultural 

contexts. 

●​ They communicate all the required information organized in 

an appropriate format with a clear sense of audience and 

purpose to suit the context. 

B2 

 

●​ Can understand the main ideas of complex text on both 

concrete and abstract topics, including technical discussions 

in his/her field of specialisation. 

●​ Can interact with a degree of fluency and spontaneity that 

makes regular interaction with native speakers quite 

possible without strain for either party. 

●​ Can produce clear, detailed text on a wide range of subjects 

and explain a viewpoint on a topical issue giving the 

advantages and disadvantages of various options. 

Phase 5 

(Proficient) 

●​ Proficient communicators in phase 5 analyse specific 

information, ideas, opinions and attitudes presented in a 

variety of complex authentic multimodal texts. 

●​ They identify explicit and implicit information and can 

interpret and analyse conventions and connections effectively 

in these texts to draw conclusions. 

●​ They demonstrate their comprehension by producing a range 

of complex spoken and written language using complex 

modes. 

●​ They engage in authentic and spontaneous conversation to 

communicate their understanding, opinions and perspectives 

on topics of personal, academic and global significance in a 

wide range of interpersonal and cultural contexts. 

●​ They communicate all required information, organised in an 

appropriate format with a sense of audience and purpose, to 

suit the context. 

C1 ●​ Can understand a wide range of demanding, longer texts, 

and recognise implicit meaning. Can express him/herself 

fluently and spontaneously without much obvious searching 

for expressions. 

●​ Can use language flexibly and effectively for social, 

academic and professional purposes. 

●​ Can produce clear, well-structured, detailed text on 

complex subjects, showing controlled use of organisational 

patterns, connectors and cohesive devices. 

Phase 6 

(Proficient) 

●​ Proficient communicators in phase 6 analyse and evaluate the 

important information, details and ideas presented in a wide 

variety of complex authentic multimodal texts. 

●​ They identify explicit and implicit information and can 

analyse and evaluate conventions and connections in these 

texts to draw conclusions. 

C2 ●​ Can understand with ease virtually everything heard or read. 

●​ Can summarise information from different spoken and 

written sources, reconstructing arguments and accounts in a 

coherent presentation. 

 

 

The RIS Middle Years curriculum designs the teaching and learning outcomes. It enumretaes the content knowledge to inform the skills (do) learners will acquire. Connecting to real-world contexts, these knowledge and skills are expected to be 

transferable across other disciplines in the MYP framed in a conceptual understanding that helps learners gain a holistic learning experience. 
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●​ They demonstrate their comprehension by producing a range 

of complex spoken and written language using complex 

modes. 

●​ They engage in authentic and spontaneous conversation to 

communicate their understanding, opinions and perspectives 

on topics of personal, academic and global significance in a 

wide range of interpersonal and cultural contexts. 

●​ They communicate all required information organized 

effectively in an appropriate format with a discerning sense of 

register, audience, and for a variety of 9purposes to suit the 

context. 

●​ Can express him/herself spontaneously, very fluently and 

precisely, differentiating finer shades of meaning even in 

more complex situations. 

 

 

 

English Language Acquisition KUD Articulation 

Phase Level Know Understand Do 

Phase 1-2 

(Emergent) 

   

Phase 3-4 

(Capable) 

●​ Textual features that contribute to a 

successful story 

●​ Film techniques - specifically 

non-verbal communication 

●​ The impact of fiction vs non-fiction 

●​ The Denotation and Connotation of 

new vocabulary. 

●​ Purpose of Advertising 

●​ Key Features of Advertising 

●​ Persuasive Techniques to promote 

advertising 

●​ The Slogans, Style, and Structure of 

effective advertisements 

●​ How Camera Angles, Colour, and 

Association influence consumers and 

receivers of advertisements 

●​ The role of Stereotypes and 

Imperatives in identifying a target 

audience. 

●​ The Role of Audience in creative 

expression 

●​ The skills required for Poetry analysis 

●​ The Difference between Tone and Mood 

●​ How to identify and define poetic 

techniques. 

●​ Descriptive details 

○​ Adjectives & Adverbs 

○​ Punctuation 

○​ Imagery & Senses 

○​ Literary Devices 

●​ Establishing Setting 

○​ Time, Place, Season 

●​ Characterisation 

●​ Freytag's Pyramid in writing 

●​ Structure in terms of Introduction, 

Body, Conclusion. 

●​ The role of culture in story writing 

●​ The role of a moral message in human 

development 

●​ How to reflect on verbal and written 

feedback towards improving their work 

●​ How to communicate through imagery, 

setting, and tone. 

●​ The role that the target audience plays 

in advertising 

●​ The requirements for advertising 

services & charities in addition to 

products 

●​ The different bodies involved in 

print-media 

●​ How marketing can often play on our 

weaknesses to manipulate us. 

●​ The role of poetry in human 

development 

●​ How to reflect on verbal and written 

feedback towards improving their work 

●​ How to communicate through creative 

expression 

●​ The role of evidence in enhancing 

analytical skills.  

●​ How the tone of an author influences 

the content shared 

●​ How the purpose of writing influences 

the content 

●​ How verbal and written feedback 

supports effective editing towards a 

final product 

●​ Symbolism in nature and how this 

contributes towards creativity. 

●​ Use various creative skills in depicting 

characters 

●​ Show critical thinking in completing 

both the Listening and Reading 

summatives 

●​ Read for comprehension and 

comparison. 

●​ Create own static and digital 

advertisement 

●​ Develop verbal skills in presenting 

●​ Organise a group and develop 

multi-media skills 

●​ Practise non-verbal communication 

skills 

●​ Collaborate towards success 

●​ Develop time management skills in 

creating, editing, and presenting. 

●​ Reflect on their use of language based 

on context 

●​ Show critical thinking in completing 

their Listening Test 

●​ Read for comprehension and 

comparison 

●​ Develop their compare / contrast skills 

●​ Write their own poem, using the 

literary skills learned, and then analyse 

it.  

●​ Use Descriptive Language in writing on 

creative story. 

●​ Describe Setting 

●​ Explore Characteristics of Protagonists 

●​ Use Senses in writing 

●​ Peer-editing and self-editing towards 

success. 

 

Phase 5-6 

(Proficient) 

●​ Key elements of a story 

●​ How to use punctuation for effect - 

especially to build tension or indicate 

speech 

●​ The meaning of, Setting, 

Characterisation, Tone, Atmosphere 

●​ How to describe through the use of 

Literary Devices and Sensory Imagery. 

●​ The meaning of Newsworthiness 

●​ The Role of Audience 

●​ The Difference between Denotation & 

●​ How to build Tension in writing through 

Freytag's Pyramid 

●​ How to create a tense or thrilling 

Atmosphere by describing the setting 

●​ How to describe Characters through 

appearance, personality, and actions 

●​ How to use their Senses in 

descriptions. 

●​ The skills required for Interviewing 

abilities 

●​ How to create a Q&A for their 

●​ Create a creative story based on Gothic 

Literature 

●​ Show evidence of editing and 

proofreading toward the Summative 

●​ Organise time effectively to meet 

deadlines 

●​ Develop analysis skills in reading for 

understanding & to respond to 

contextual questions. 

●​ Reflect on current news and how it 

shapes our own views, beliefs, and 

 

 

The RIS Middle Years curriculum designs the teaching and learning outcomes. It enumretaes the content knowledge to inform the skills (do) learners will acquire. Connecting to real-world contexts, these knowledge and skills are expected to be 

transferable across other disciplines in the MYP framed in a conceptual understanding that helps learners gain a holistic learning experience. 
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Phase Level Know Understand Do 

Connotation 

●​ The Difference between Objectivity & 

Subjectivity 

●​ The role of Bias & Stereotypes in the 

media 

●​ The effect of propaganda on politics. 

●​ The Role of Audience 

●​ The skills required for Interviewing 

●​ The Difference between Objectivity & 

Subjectivity 

●​ The role of the media in promoting 

people in power. 

●​ Camera angles and shots 

●​ The role of context in perspective 

●​ The role of tone and non-verbal 

communication in creating content. 

●​ A variety of persuasive techniques 

●​ The influence of using Aristotle's 

methods of persuasion 

●​ The definition of Tone, Audience, 

Context, Content, Purpose 

●​ The expectations of the Command 

Terms in answering short contextual 

questions 

●​ How to structure an argument to 

persuade their peers. 

●​ Camera Angles and Shots 

●​ The role of Context in perspective 

●​ The role of Tone and Non-verbal 

communication in creating content 

○​ Characterisation 

○​ Soundtrack 

○​ Accent 

○​ Culture. 

●​ The meaning of Migration 

●​ The Difference between Push and Pull 

Factors 

●​ The Difference between Objectivity & 

Subjectivity 

●​ The role of Bias & Stereotypes in 

migration 

●​ The structure of a transcript. 

 

Summative 

●​ How to reflect on verbal and written 

feedback towards improving their own 

work 

●​ How to persuade through the use of 

language. 

 

●​ The role of power in change 

●​ How to reflect on verbal and written 

feedback towards improving their own 

work 

●​ How to persuade through the use of 

language 

●​ How to define Inspiration and factors 

that inspire. 

●​ The role of parenting in child 

development 

●​ The role of hurdles and obstacles in 

developing grit 

●​ The purpose of troubleshooting in 

overcoming challenges. 

●​ The concept of 'Global Issue' 

●​ The role of written and verbal 

feedback towards an effective 

Summative 

●​ How non-verbal communication affects 

how content is delivered to an 

audience 

●​ The societal constructs in our concept 

of 'identity' 

●​ The role of campaigning for a cause. 

●​ The role of Trustworthiness and 

Sportsmanship in sporting events. 

●​ The role of hurdles and obstacles in 

developing character. 

●​ The purpose of adversity in skills 

development. 

●​ The role of marketing in a film’s 

success. 

●​ How real world examples enhance 

characterisation. 

●​ The skills required for Interviewing  

●​ How to create a Q&A for their 

Summative 

●​ How to reflect on verbal and written 

feedback towards improving their work 

●​ The role of non-verbal communication 

in presenting an interview 

●​ The role of privilege and tolerance 

towards success.  

opinions 

●​ Collaborate in completing the 

Formative and Summative 

●​ Show critical thinking in analyzing the 

purpose of news 

●​ Present their Interview to the class. 

●​ Reflect on their use of language based 

on context 

●​ Write a letter to a specific audience.  

●​ Show critical thinking in exploring 

people of power 

●​ Read for comprehension and 

comparison. 

●​ Identify and explain film techniques 

●​ Describe characterisation within 

societies 

●​ Present information in a poster format 

●​ Collaborate with peers in completing 

assessments 

●​ Present their Random Act of Kindness 

as a speech 

●​ Collate evidence of experiences 

●​ Complete a listening test, applying 

skills learned in previous units. 

●​ Manage time effectively to meet 

deadlines 

●​ Create an argument to 

promote/highlight a cause 

●​ Justify their arguments through 

relevant persuasive techniques & 

justifications 

●​ Cite their resources 

●​ Make use of academic language in 

creating an argument. 

●​ Identify and explain film techniques 

●​ Describe characterisation within 

societies 

●​ Analyse characters in essay format 

●​ Collaborate with peers in completing 

assessments 

●​ Present your theme analysis as a 

speech 

●​ Collate evidence of experiences as a 

reflective activity. 

●​ Reflect on the role of power and 

tolerance in migration 

●​ Manage time effectively in completing 

given tasks 

●​ Show critical thinking in analysing a 

poem 

●​ Present an interview by collaborating 

with a peer 

●​ Incorporate audience awareness in 

creating roleplay.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The RIS Middle Years curriculum designs the teaching and learning outcomes. It enumretaes the content knowledge to inform the skills (do) learners will acquire. Connecting to real-world contexts, these knowledge and skills are expected to be 

transferable across other disciplines in the MYP framed in a conceptual understanding that helps learners gain a holistic learning experience. 


