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INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES

MYP individuals and societies encourage learners to respect and understand the world around them and equip them with the necessary skills to inquire into historical,
contemporary, geographical, political, social, economic, religious, technological and cultural factors that have an impact on individuals, societies and environments. It
encourages learners, both students and teachers, to consider local and global contexts.

MYP individuals and societies incorporate disciplines traditionally studied under the general term “the humanities” (such as history and philosophy), as well as disciplines
in the social sciences (such as economics, business management, geography, sociology and political science).

In this subject group, students can engage with exciting, stimulating and personally relevant topics and issues. Many sensitive and personally challenging topics require
careful consideration in the context of a safe and responsible learning environment characterised by respect and open-mindedness. The study of individuals and societies
helps students to appreciate critically the diversity of human culture, attitudes beliefs. Courses in this subject group are important for helping students to recognise that
content and methodology can be debatable and controversial, and for practising the tolerance of uncertainty. (MYP Individuals and Societies Guide, 2023)

The aims of MYP individuals and societies are to encourage and enable students to:

e appreciate human and environmental commonalities and diversity
understand the interactions and interdependence of individuals, societies and the environment
understand how both environmental and human systems operate and evolve
identify and develop concern for the well-being of human communities and the natural environment
act as responsible citizens of local and global communities
develop inquiry skills that lead towards conceptual understandings of the relationships between
individuals, societies and the environments in which they live

At RIS, the study of MYP individuals and societies is categorised into the following key areas:

e History
e (Citizenship (KRLE)
o Geography
e Social Studies and Politics (Society)
Grade Level History Citizenship (and KRLE) Geography Social Studies and Politics
(Society)
Grade 7 Vikings Culture and Diversity (Racism) Mapping
World Religions
Grade 8 Ancient Civilizations Stand Up for Your Rights Globalisation (including religious
diversity as a result of migration,
Knowing Norway demography)
Grade 9 Holocaust Power and Politics
Norway and the World (Model
United Nations)
Sustainability
Grade 10 Global Alliances and Terrorism and Extremism Ethical Aid The Cold War and current
Superpowers (Supranational conflicts
Organisations)

The RIS Middle Years curriculum designs the teaching and learning outcomes. It enumretaes the content knowledge to inform the skills (do) learners will acquire. Connecting to real-world contexts, these knowledge and skills are expected to be
transferable across other disciplines in the MYP framed in a conceptual understanding that helps learners gain a holistic learning experience.
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Grade Unit Title & Know Understand Do
Level Name
What other essential knowledge information | What other understanding will students gain | What skills do students further need to
is needed for this unit? from learning the knowledge information of | develop in deepening the learning of the
this unit? knowledge information and their
understanding?
Grade 7 1
® What is Scientific and Technical ® Scientific and technical innovation leads ® |Investigating:
Innovation? to a change in how we live. o Justify the choice of a research
® When and where did the Vikings live? ® Innovations have constantly changed question.
® How did the Vikings live? society throughout time. o Follow a research plan to
® What are examples of innovations from ® Innovations in Viking society changed explore a a research question.
the Viking Age and how did they affect the way Vikings lived and their culture. O Gather relevant information
society? from a range of sources.
O Use their own research to
answer the research question.
® Communicating:
o Communicate information
clearly
O Organise information
effectively
2 ® What is Culture? ® Prejudice can lead to discrimination. ® Use evidence and examples to create
® What is Identity? e Culture is changing due to global justified arguments.
® What is diversity? interactions. ®  Use critical thinking skills to consider
e What is the meaning of the terms ® Our identity is shaped by our culture. which factors are affecting their own
prejudice, racism and discrimination? ® Culture and our identity is affected by identity.
increasing global interactions. ® Organise their time and structure their
work to meet deadlines.
3 ® Key facts about the main five religions. e Belief systems affect culture and ® Read a variety of sources for
® How different religions are practiced in identity. comprehension.
Norway. ® Give and receive meaningful feedback.
® Similarities and differences between the
main five religions.
4 ® What is a map? ® Maps affect people's perspectives of ® Present geographical information in a
® What are the different types of maps? where we are and the relative size of variety of different formats.
® What are the different features of maps? countries. ® Make connections between various
e How we can measure distance using sources of information (maps) to explain
maps. the geographical features of an area.
® How to find a location using latitude and
longitude.
® Why do maps distort the true size of
places?
Grade 8

® What is a Civilization?
® What is Scientific and Technical
Innovation?

® What are the most significant ancient
civilizations?

® Scientific and technical innovation leads
to a change in how we live.

® Innovations have constantly changed
society throughout time.

® Knowledge and Understanding:

O  Use subject-specific
terminology in context.

O  Write detailed descriptions and
explanations using examples
well in the ancient civilization
project to demonstrate an
excellent understanding of
their society, different
innovations and their
significance.

® Investigating:

O Justify the choice of a research
question.

O  Follow a research plan to
explore a a research question.

O  Gather relevant information
from a range of sources.

O  Use their own research to
answer the research question.

® Communicating:

0 Communicate information
clearly

O Organise information
effectively

® What is a MNC and TNC?
® What is sustainable development?

® Globalisation creates both opportunities
and challenges for MNCs and countries.

® Thinking Critically
O  Analyse the Origin, Purpose,

The RIS Middle Years curriculum designs the teaching and learning outcomes. It enumretaes the content knowledge to inform the skills (do) learners will acquire. Connecting to real-world contexts, these knowledge and skills are expected to be
transferable across other disciplines in the MYP framed in a conceptual understanding that helps learners gain a holistic learning experience.
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Values and Limitations of a

® How do we measure the level of ® MNCs have both advantages and
development of countries? disadvantages for countries. variety of sources.
® Human Development Index O Create a justified argument
using relevant examples and
evidence.
® Communication skills
O Structure an argument.
e  What discrimination is. e How individuals can get power. e Understand the importance of academic
e The various ways people can be e Factors that cause change in society. honesty.
discriminated against. e How individuals can cause change. e Paraphrase, use in-text citations and
e Common reasons why people have been create a simple reference list.
or are discriminated against. e Use the PEEL structure for their
paragraphs.
e Key terms to describe the Norwegian
system e Knowing and Understanding: Explain
o Welfare state subject-specific terms and concepts
o Taxes
o Democracy
e THe development of the Norwegian
system in the past two decades
Grade 9
® What is power? ® Why understanding sources of power is ® Knowing and Understanding: Explain
® Types of political systems important. subject-specific terms and concepts
® Athenian Democracy ® There are different systems for ® Communicating
e The Norwegian Political System distributing power in a society. o Communicate information in a
O Representative Democracy way that is appropriate for the
o audience.
O  Constitutional Monarchy . .
o Parliamentarism o Structyre information
e ) effectively
O Political Parties ® Thinking Critically: Use examples and
® Local Politics: Responsibilities of the evidence to justify and argument.
municipality, Nes Municipiality, local
political issues
e The definition of Supranational e That there may be a conflict of power e To create well-justified and
Organisations. between national states and well-structured arguments using the
e The purpose, history and organisation of supranational organisations. PEEL structure.
the United Nations. e That there are differing perspectives on e Analyse and evaluate sources to provide
e The purpose, history and organisation of the success of the United Nations as an evidence for their arguments.
the European Union. organisation.
e The definition of a Genocide. e The historical method involved analysing e Analyse and evaluate a range of
e How the Versailles Treat affected post and evaluating a range of evidence. historical sources using the OPVL
WW1 Germany e Being a historian is "a bit like being a framework.
e What life was like in post WW1 Germany detective". e Draw reasonable conclusions based on
e The definition of Antisemitism the evidence.
e The causes and development of
Antisemitism in Europe
e  Holocaust in Norway
e The definition of sustainability. e What are sustainable systems? Information literacy skills
e Examples and explanations of . d citati
tainably systems for production. e Create references and citations, use
sUs footnotes/endnotes and construct a
bibliography according to recognized
conventions
Critical-thinking skills
e Consider ideas from multiple
perspectives
Transfer skills
e Make connections between subject
groups and disciplines
Grade
10 ® The 6 reasons for empire building. ® Reasons for empire building change over ® Understand the requirements and
® The development of global alliances time. expectations of a range of
prior to WW1. ® Perspectives on colonialism and empire subject-specific command terms.
® The factors leading to the rise of the building change over time. ® Structure responses to exam-style
U.S. and USSR are superpowers. ® There are different ideologies and questions in an appropriate way.

® The role and the League of Nations.

® The characteristics of the two
ideologies: Capitalism and Communism

systems that distribute power in
societies.

The RIS Middle Years curriculum designs the teaching and learning outcomes. It enumretaes the content knowledge to inform the skills (do) learners will acquire. Connecting to real-world contexts, these knowledge and skills are expected to be
transferable across other disciplines in the MYP framed in a conceptual understanding that helps learners gain a holistic learning experience.
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Timeline of key events of the Cold War.
Causes of the Cold war

Power dynamics between superpowers
affect global events.

Use critical thinking skills to gather
relevant information to be able to
answer their research question.
Organise their time and structure their
work to meet deadlines.

Definitions of absolute and relative
poverty.

Definition of Foreign Aid

Different types of Foreign Aid
Measures of economic development such
as GDP and GDP per capita.

Measures of living quality, such as HDI,
literacy rate, infant mortality rate.
OPVL framework

Common arguments for and against
Foreign Aid

There are different perspectives on how
effective foreign aid is at reducing
poverty.

Be able to critically evaluate the
reliability of sources using the OPVL
framework.

Formulate a clear and focused research
question and justify its relevance
Formulate and follow an action plan to
investigate a research question

Use research methods to collect and
record relevant information

Evaluate the process and results of the
investigation.

Communicate information and ideas
using an appropriate style for the
audience and purpose

Definition of terrorism

Common causes of terrorism/why
individuals become a terrorist

Facts related to the events of 22nd July

Why the definition of terrorism is not
universally agreed on.

How a person'’s identity and well-being
can be important factors for terrorism.

Debate a topic from different
perspectives.

Create justified arguments using
evidence or examples.

Evaluate the relevance and credibility of
sources.

The RIS Middle Years curriculum designs the teaching and learning outcomes. It enumretaes the content knowledge to inform the skills (do) learners will acquire. Connecting to real-world contexts, these knowledge and skills are expected to be
transferable across other disciplines in the MYP framed in a conceptual understanding that helps learners gain a holistic learning experience.



