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ROMERIKE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

VISUAL ARTS

The arts in the Middle Years Programme (MYP) seek to stimulate young imaginations, challenge perceptions and develop creative and analytical skills. Involvement in the
arts encourages students to understand the arts in context and the cultural histories of artworks, thus supporting the development of an inquiring and empathetic
worldview. The arts challenge and enrich personal identity, and build awareness of the aesthetic in a real-world context. Through the development of the imagination,
students can become more empathetic and compassionate, they can enrich their cultural lives and discover new ways to contribute actively both to their own
communities and to the world.

The MYP values the processes of creating, performing and presenting artwork, and gives students opportunities to function as artists and to develop as learners. Students
learn to use the arts to convey feelings, experiences and ideas about the world, and in doing so they acquire and develop techniques and creative skills. They learn the
value of reflection and evaluation as a means of developing their ideas, their skills and their work.

The aims of MYP language and literature are to encourage and enable students to:
e enjoy lifelong engagement with the arts

explore the arts across time, cultures and contexts

understand the relationship between art and its contexts

develop the skills necessary to create and to perform art

express ideas creatively

reflect on their own development as young artists.

Aligned with the MYP Arts objectives — Learning about the arts, Learning through the arts, Creating and/or performing art, and Evaluating one’s own work and
artistic growth — RIS has defined four key themes for its Visual Arts course.

Visual Arts KUD Articulation

Grade Level Visual Arts Themes
Foundations & Concepts Social Commentary &
Influence
Grade 7 Propaganda: Visual Cultural expression through | Expressionism as a Genre: Bookmaking: Introduction
messaging and influence art: An exploration of Exploring emotion in visual | to creative art forms
Colour and Symbolism form
Grade 8 Nature and Abstraction: Festive Sustainable Art Expressionism: Art and Bookmaking Part 2:
Interpreting the natural Practices: Eco-friendly Emotion: Developing Advanced techniques and
world creativity personal voice storytelling
Grade 9 Me, Myself and I:Art and The Power of Narrative in Art in Public Spaces: Art as
Identity Art: Storytelling through community engagement
visual art
Grade 10 Art and Technology (“Inside Art and Society (“World
and Outside”): Blending Textiles”): Cultural
digital and physical worlds influences in art

Grade Level

Unit Title & Name

Know

Understand

Do

Grade 7

Unit 1: Propaganda

At the end of this unit Students will

Examples of propaganda in history and
today (like wartime posters, cartoons,
and social media images)

How artists use art to share ideas and
influence what people think and feel

How colours, shapes, and images help
make a message more persuasive

At the end of this unit Students will

Art can show and support ideas about
society, politics, and culture

Different propaganda techniques make
people feel and think in specific ways

It’s important to think about whether the
messages we create and share are fair
and truthful

At the end of this unit Students will Do

18th Aug Know: Understand:

(week 34) Be able to identify visual propaganda in
- Basic techniques of propaganda (e.g., How propaganda can change how people poster form.

10th Sept using symbols, exaggeration, emotional see things and make decisions by using

(week 37) appeal, and popular trends) strong visuals and emotions Create an artwork using basic

propaganda techniques to share a clear
message or opinion in line with the
statement of inquiry.

The RIS Middle Years curriculum designs the teaching and learning outcomes. It enumerates the content knowledge to inform the skills (do) learners will acquire. Connecting to real-world contexts, these knowledge and skills are expected to be

transferable across other disciplines in the MYP framed in a conceptual understanding that helps learners gain a holistic learning experience.
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Grade Level

Unit Title & Name

Know

Understand

Do

Artwork influences others and the
responsibility of sharing persuasive
messages

Unit 2: Cultural
expression
through art: An
exploration of

KNOW - Key facts, vocabulary, and
content knowledge

UNDERSTAND - Big ideas and conceptual
connections

DO - Skills, actions, and performance
tasks

Colour and
Symbolism - The meanings of colour and - Artists use visual language (symbolism - Investigate and research cultural
traditional symbols in different cultures and colour) to communicate identity symbols and traditions from around
- How festive or ceremonial objects are and values the world
used to express cultural identity - Cultural expression in art promotes - Create two three-dimensional
- Sustainable and safe use of materials understanding and respect across symbolic or festive objects using
like clay, papier maché, or salt dough communities mouldable, sustainable materials
- Key vocabulary: symbolism, culture, - Art can be both expressive and - Experiment with colour theory and
tradition, sustainability, composition, environmentally conscious apply it to communicate cultural
form, texture - Different cultures have unique, yet meaning
often interconnected, ways of - Reflect on artistic choices in an
celebrating traditions through art artist statement
- Present artwork effectively and
provide/receive feedback using MYP
visual arts criteria
Unit 3: - The characteristics of Expressionism in - That artists can use distortion, - Analyze Expressionist works of art

Expressionism as a
Genre

visual art.

- Key artists in the Expressionist
movement.

- Techniques for working with air-dry clay.
- How art can convey emotions and
respond to social issues.

exaggeration, and color to express
intense emotions.

- That art is a powerful tool for
communicating personal and societal
messages.

- That materials and techniques affect
the meaning and impact of a work.

using art vocabulary.

- Develop a clay sculpture that
communicates a strong emotion or
social message.

- Use a sketchbook for research,
planning, and reflection.

- Experiment with form, texture, and
expression using air-dry clay.

- Present and explain your final artwork
with reference to technique, intent,
and influence.

Unit 4: Bookmaking
17th November
(week 47)

15th December
Week 51)

Bookbinding techniques

History of artist books

The book as an art form and medium for
storytelling

Create a handmade book with original
content and design

Grade 8

Unit 1: Nature and
Abstraction:
Interpreting the
natural world

18th Aug

(week 34)
10th Sept
(week 37)

Know

e What natural patterns are and
where they are found in the
environment

e Key features of abstract art and
how artists simplify, distort, and
stylize nature

e Techniques for using oil pastels
and wax crayons, including
blending, layering, and wax-resist

e How environmental changes (e.g.,
climate change) affect nature and
can inspire art

e How to research and analyze
artists' work and intent

Understand

e That artists can use abstraction to
communicate ideas about the
natural world and environmental
change

e That nature provides a visual
language of patterns, forms, and
textures that can be interpreted
creatively

e That art can be a tool to raise
awareness and influence how
people view sustainability and
climate action

e That abstraction is a stylistic and
expressive choice that reflects
personal and cultural perspectives

Do

e Observe and document natural
patterns through drawing and
photography

e Explore and experiment with
abstraction techniques using oil
pastels and wax crayons

e Create an original abstract
artwork inspired by natural
patterns and linked to an
environmental message

e Write a reflective artist
statement explaining their
choices, process, and intent

e Participate in discussions and
critiques, giving and receiving
feedback to develop their ideas

The RIS Middle Years curriculum designs the teaching and learning outcomes. It enumerates the content knowledge to inform the skills (do) learners will acquire. Connecting to real-world contexts, these knowledge and skills are expected to be
transferable across other disciplines in the MYP framed in a conceptual understanding that helps learners gain a holistic learning experience.
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Grade Level

Unit Title & Name

Know

Understand

Do

Unit 2:
Festive Students will Know: Students will understand: Students will:
Sustainable Art
Practices e What upcycling is and how it e That art can be a powerful way to Investigate artists and
relates to sustainable artmaking communicate environmental sustainable design practices in
messages visual arts
e Examples of artists who work with . . . .
recycled and found materials e That festive traditions and Design and plan a festive
(e.g., EL Anatsui, Michelle Reader, celebrations can be honored artwork using upcycled
Louise Nevelson) without creating waste materials from home
e Symbols, colors, and materials e That materials have meaning, and Create a meaningful artwork
commonly used in festive using recycled materials can (ornament, decoration,
decorations change how we view and value sculpture, or wall piece) that
objects expresses a festive message or
e How to safely use tools and . . UL
assemble 3D artworks using e That s-ustamabmt}/ m art is about ‘
non-traditional (recycled) creative responsibility and Present and reflect on their
materials expression with intention work through an artist
statement and/or group critique
e How their personal or cultural .
stories can be expressed through Use tools a'nd mater1al§ safely
visual art and effectively, following
responsible consumption
practices
Unit 3: - Key artists of Expressionism (e.g. Edvard | - Artists can communicate emotions and - Analyse Expressionist paintings,

Expressionism: Art
and Emotion

Munch, Egon Schiele, Ernst Ludwig
Kirchner, Kathe Kollwitz)

- Visual elements: colour, line, shape,
space, texture

- Colour theory and its psychological
impact

- Historical context of German
Expressionism (1905-1930s)

ideas through manipulation of visual
elements

- Colour and composition influence the
viewer's emotional response

- Art can act as a mirror of personal and
societal states of mind

sculptures using visual language

- Experiment with expressive
mark-making and colour schemes

- Develop a personal visual idea
representing a mood or emotional state
- Paint or sculpt a work in the
Expressionist style

- Reflect on and present the final work
and explain the artistic process.

Unit 4: The Power
of Narrative in Art
Bookmaking part 2

17th November
(week 47)

15th December
Week 51)

Storytelling techniques
Sequential art

Historical narrative painters

How visual storytelling influences
perception and culture

Create a series of images telling a visual
story building on bookmaking styles and
techniques previously learned.

Grade 9

Unit 1: Art and
Identity inspired by
Mosaic

Semester 2

KNOW

e History and techniques of
Byzantine and Pietra Dura mosaics

e Basic anatomy of marine life and
coral ecosystems

e Safety and handling of mosaic
materials and tools (glass,
adhesives, grout)

UNDERSTAND

e Mosaic techniques can be used to
tell a story, express identity, or
reflect the artist’s environment

e Composition, color, and material
choice affect surface texture and
visual impact

e Artistic processes involve
planning, revision, and
self-reflection

DO

Create preparatory underwater
life sketches

Research and analyze mosaic
works (artist inquiry + surface
treatment)

Plan and construct an A4 or
similar tile mosaic self-portrait

Participate in peer critiques
Reflect in writing on the

creative process and final
outcome

The RIS Middle Years curriculum designs the teaching and learning outcomes. It enumerates the content knowledge to inform the skills (do) learners will acquire. Connecting to real-world contexts, these knowledge and skills are expected to be

transferable across other disciplines in the MYP framed in a conceptual understanding that helps learners gain a holistic learning experience.
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Grade Level | Unit Title & Name Understand

Semester 2

Semester 2
March -April 2026
Week 11-18

Semester 2
May-June
Week 20-24

The RIS Middle Years curriculum designs the teaching and learning outcomes. It enumerates the content knowledge to inform the skills (do) learners will acquire. Connecting to real-world contexts, these knowledge and skills are expected to be
transferable across other disciplines in the MYP framed in a conceptual understanding that helps learners gain a holistic learning experience.




MIDDLE YEARS VISUAL ARTS CURRICULUM

ROMERIKE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

Grade Level | Unit Title & Name Understand

Grade 10 Unit 1: Art and The intersection of art and technology How technological advancements Create an artwork incorporating
Technology (“Inside influence artistic practices technological elements

and Outside”) Digital fabrication

NEESE Wi
Jan 2026

Semester 2
Feb 2026

Semester 2
March -April 2026
Week 11-18

The RIS Middle Years curriculum designs the teaching and learning outcomes. It enumerates the content knowledge to inform the skills (do) learners will acquire. Connecting to real-world contexts, these knowledge and skills are expected to be
transferable across other disciplines in the MYP framed in a conceptual understanding that helps learners gain a holistic learning experience.
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Grade Level | Unit Title & Name Know Understand Do
Semester 2 - Key art terms: collage, photomontage, - Text in art can be both visual and - Work individually or in collaborative
conceptual art, mixed media, found conceptual pairs to produce a multimedia piece
object - Art can be a powerful form of protest, - Keep a paper journal and digital
- How text + image create or disrupt communication, and reflection sketchbook with planning, experiments,
meaning and reflections
- How Dada uses absurdity, protest, and - Present and explain the meaning
irony behind your work clearly
- Reflect on how language, nonsense,
and context affect interpretation

The RIS Middle Years curriculum designs the teaching and learning outcomes. It enumerates the content knowledge to inform the skills (do) learners will acquire. Connecting to real-world contexts, these knowledge and skills are expected to be
transferable across other disciplines in the MYP framed in a conceptual understanding that helps learners gain a holistic learning experience.
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